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In 1886 the writer visited one John Gingery in Wood County, Ohio.  He was very old but of sound mind and the following history was related by him as follows:


It is true that the Gingerys came from Germany to the USA in 1632 but they had come to Germany from Wales, England, and was connected to some extent to the royal family in England.  The Gingerys at this time were known as Welsh navigators, or the Norsemen.  Another family by the name Wonderly seemed to have had about the same connection with the English government, and the two families were banished from Wales to Germany at the same time.  They were given a number of sailing vessels for their claims in Wales.


They sailed their vessels from Hamburg Germany to the USA a number of different times.  Eventually they traded their ships for the Hamisovac-Valley in Pennsylvania.  The two families, the Gingerys and the Wonderlys, made their homes here for a long time.  The settlement was made in 1710.


During the sailing of the ships to and from Hamburg, Germany and the USA, previous to 1710, was the beginning of the blood of the American Indian in the family.  Slight evidence of the present generation is all that is known of this affair.

Religiously the Gingerys were God-fearing people and generally were associated with the Dunkards and a variety of Protestant Faiths.  Very few Catholic and atheists are known among them.  Politically, the Gingerys generally never associated with any Party, but always supported the man best fitted efficiently and honest.

Hobbies among the Gingerys, fishing and hunting, and gaming of all kinds.  Extreme lovers of music and gayety.  Extreme acts of charity and favors were very common in each of the families.  Never turn a stranger from your door was the family slogan.

The name of the elders that came to the USA was Perry Gingery, Samuel Gingery, who was a blind man, and two other brothers, whose names are not

Known.  At the first coming to the USA, they did not stay.  Likely the fact that they were the ship’s masters but by their influence later brought the families to Pennsylvania, the Gingerys and the Wonderlys, where they lived for the next one hundred years.
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