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(THE WONDERLY LINE)

I.  Johann Georg Wunderlich, the first known ancestor of the Wonderly fMily of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was a native of Germany, born about 1730.  He died probably in Pennsylvania, but the dates and place of his death and that of his wife have not been found.

He sailed from Rotterdam, Holland, in the ship “Bawley,” Captain John Grove,master, arriving at Philadelphia, where on October 23, 1752, he took the Oath of Allegiance and qualified as a citizen of Pennsylvania.
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There were several others of the name of Wunderlich who came to Pennsylvania from Germany in the early days of the Province, all having the same Christian names, and they may or may not have been related.  Johann Georg Wunderlich resided in what was earlyknown as the Northern Liberties, or that section lying north of the city proper, sometimes designated as part of the city and sometimes as a part of the county of Philadelphia.  In 1779 he paid a State tax of five shillings, and in 1784 is accredited with a property valuation of $75; in 1782 his property was assessed at $50.  According to this and and other records, he apparently did not own any real estate in the county, which would account for the fact that he did not leave a will, nor is there any administration of such an estate to be found in the Philadelphia County Court.

He served during the Revolutionary War as shown by the following:


Muster roll of Captain Anthony Lechler’s company, of the Third Class, Philadelphia Militia, now in the service of the United States, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Jonathan B. Smith.


Private George Wunderlick, August 4, 1777.


Wilmington, September 3, 1777.  Mustered then Captain Anthony Lechler’s company, as specified in the above roll.


The Muster Roll of Captain George Honey’s Company, the Northern District of the City Guards, commanded by Lewis Nichola, Town Major of the City of Philadelphia (1777).


Private George Wunderlick.

Johann Georg Wunderlich married Catherine, whose surname is not known.  In the list of passengers of the ship “Bawley,” in which he arrived, only the men’s names are given, so it is not known if he was accompanied to this country by a wife or any children, or if he came alone.  There is in the possession of his descendants a little prayer or sermon book published in Marburg, Germany, in 1746, which he brought with him to America.  On the fly leaf is written in his own hand, in German script, some amusing lines, the following being a free English translation:




JOHANN GEORGE WUNDERLICH


Written October 26, 1749  [Father of William Wonderly}




With this Book I am in Love




Who steals it from me is a thief




And on the gallows he should hang




Until taken by the Crows.

The words within the brackets were written by someone at a later date.  On a blank page appear the births of three children, the first of these being January 26, 1759.  From this date it would seem that he was unmarried as late as 1749, three years before his departure for America.  Upon his arrival in PHiladelphia he became a member of St. Michael’s and Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, where we find upon the church books several records pertaining to him.  From the earliest of these records it would seem that he was still unmarried as late as February 23, 1756, for on that date “G. George Wunderlich und Margaretha Lehr(in)” were witnesses to the baptism of a child of Peter Halm, the German custom being to have a man and his wife, or two single persons, to stand as godparents.  The carelessness of the clerks in transcribing names would account for the use of the initial “G” instead of “J” in this entry.  There is no reference to his marriage to be found upon any of the old Philadelphia records, but this same register shows the baptism of two children, the first of which corresponds with one of the entries
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Inthe little book he brought with him from Germany.  From these two records we find that his wife’s name was Catherine:


Wilhelm Wunderlich, son of George Wunderlich and wife Catherine, born Nov. 9, baptized Nov 23, 1760.  Sponsors,. Wilhelm Staut and Margaretha Zinck(in).


Michael Wunderlich, son of George and wife Catherine, born July 13, baptized July 18, 1771.  Sponsors, the parents.

Two of the entries in the prayer book do not mention the Christian names of the children, one of whom was born January 26, 1759, and the other January 18, 1764.  The former was no doubt a son named John, who died in 1786, William, his brother, being appointed administrator of his estate; the latter was a son Jacob, who died in 1803.

Children of Johann Georg and Catherine Wunderlich:

1.  John, born January 26, 1759, died in 1786.

2.  William, of whom further.

3.  Jacob, born January 18, 1764, died in 1803; married Sophia, whos surname is not known.  He was a victualler and grazier and owner of a tract of land near what is now League Island, close to the property of his brother, William Wonderly, designated on the records as Senior.  Sophia Wonderly married (second) George Deforest, and died March 9, 1817.

4.  Michael, born July 13, 1771.

(William Wonderly Fitler:  “Genealogy of the Fitler and Allied Families,” pp. 33-37).

II.  William Wunderlich or Wonderly, as he came to be called, son of Johann Georg and Catherine Wunderlich, was born at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 9, 1760, and baptized by the pastor of St. Michael’s and Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, November 23, 1760.  The godparents were Wilhelm Staut and Margaretha Zinck(in).  He died July 22, 1818, was buried from his residence, No. 102 North Eighth Street, and interred in the graveyard of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church.  The following obituary appeared in Poulson’s “Daily American Advertiser,” issue of July 23, 1818:


Died.  Yesterday morning the 22nd inst. after a short illness which he bore with Christian


Fortitude, Mr. William Wonderly, Sen’r. Grazier and Victualler, in the 58th year of his age.  His 


Friends in general are particularly invited to attend his funeral from his late dwelling No. 102


North Eighth St. athe corner of Cherry, this afternoon at 4 o’clock.

As noted above he was a grazier and victualler, as well as a large landowner and an influential man in the community.  On March 12, 1789, he purchased of Peter Woglam and his wife, Jane, a lot of ground on Hazel Street which extended along Delaware Eighth Street adjoining another lot which he had previously acquired.  He also purchased of the trustees of the Second Presbyterian Church a number of adjacent lots situated also on Hazel (now Cherry) between Eighth and Ninth streets.  It was here he resided.  He and his wife sold several of these lots before he died, but the mansion house and ground belonging to it he devised to his daughter Julia Ann, wife of Frederick Vogel.  He bought large tracts of meadow and marsh land in Passayunk and Kingessing Townships, Philadelphia County, in the neighborhood of what is now League Island, and he also purchased Greenwich and Boon’s Islands.  This land he used for pasturage of his large herd of cattle.  It is said he was associated with Stephen Girard in the cattle trade.

William Wunderlich or Wonderly served in the Revolutionary War as shown by the

Return of the Sixth Class, City Philadelphia Militia called out for actual service, July 2, 1781.  William Wunderlich.
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He continued his association with the militia for some years, holding the rank of ensign in 1786, and that of captain in 1789.

William Wonderly made his will July 21, 1818.  He bequeathed to his wife, Elizabeth, all the household effects and frame house or store on Cherry (Hazel) Street.  To his son, John Wonderly, he devised the plantation called “Hampstead,” in Kingessing Township, containing about 113 acres.  To his son, Joseph, he left the place in “the Neck” called “Bellaire,” which contained 112 acres.  To the eldest daughter, Julia Ann, he willed the homestead at No. 102 North Eighth Street, and to the second daughter, Elizabeth (of whom further), he left a house and lot, tanyard, and lots of ground at Second and Otter streets, all in the Northern Liberties.  All these bequests were subject to the payment by each child to their mother of the one-third net rents or profits of each share.  He added a codicil to his will the same day, in which he devised to his grandsons, William K. Wonderly, son of his son John, and Charles Vogel, son of his daughter Julia Ann Vogel, the house and lot at No. 77 Cherry Street.

William Wonderly married, at St. Michael’s and Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, September 25, 1783, Maria Elizabeth Andrae.  (Andrae II).

Children:

1. John, died October 3, 1865, is buried at Laurel Hill Cemetery; married Catherine (Kahmer?).

2.  Joseph.

3.  Julia Ann, married, by the pastor of St. Michael’s and Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, November 17, 1813, to Frederick Vogel.

4.  William, born December 1, 1786, died June 18, 1787, is buried in St. Michael’s and Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran churchyard.

5.  Elizabeth, of whom futher.

(Ibid., pp. 37-42)

III.  Elizabeth Wonderly, daughter of William and Maria Elizabeth (Andrae) Wonderly, was born July 12, 1788, and died March 30, 1880.  She married William Fitler.  (Fitler III.)

(Ibid., p. 42)
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II. Maria Elizabeth Andrae, daughter of Johann Nicholaus and Eve Andrae, was born November 1, 1766.  An interesting paper, written in her father’s own hand, has been preserved, in which he records her marriage:

Testimony of me, Nicholas Andrew. – That my daughter was born in Germantown on the 1st of November, 1766 and was baptized by the Evangelical preacher Schmidt.  – I as father and her mother was witness to her baptism and had her named after my mother, Maria Elizabeth. – And Anno Domini 1783 the 25th of September she took to her William Wonderly and promised; and was by the Evangelical preacher Schmidt on the above date, married in Open Church in Philada.


And now, I wish them what God gave Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that they shall live happily and love God, so will their Childrens children until the third and fourth generation.  Which I wish them from my heart. – Namely.


Maria Elizabeth Andrae married William Wonderly.  (Wonderly II.)

(Ibid., p. 46)
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